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Doctor of  Theology 

 
Purpose and Goals 
The purpose of  the DTheol Degree is to provide students with advanced understanding and mastery of  a specific 
area of  theological discipline for teaching and research in theological schools and other institutions. The goal of  
the programme is to equip students with competence to engage in original research and writing in the discipline, 
critical knowledge of  theological and other cognate disciplines that promote scholarship and fuller understanding 
of  theological knowledge for the benefit of  the ministry of  church, academy and society. 
 
Learning Outcomes 
The programme shall demonstrate learning outcomes that reflect the goals of  the programme and show evidence 
of  students’ fuller mastery and competency in the area of  discipline. 
 
Curriculum 

 Areas of  Concentration 
(1) Biblical Studies (New Testament/ Hebrew Bible) 
(2) Systematic Theology/ Constructive Theology  
(3) History of  Christianity 
(4) Christianity in China 
(5) Mission Studies/ Missiology  
(6) Practical Theology/ Pastoral Studies 
(7) Christianity and Society 

 
 Study Scheme 

 Two methodology seminars or equivalent as recommended by supervisor(s)  
 Any courses recommended by supervisor(s) 
 A comprehensive examination consisting of  three papers 
 A research proposal and an oral examination1 
 A dissertation of  not more than 100,000 words in English or 150,000 characters in Chinese and an oral 

defence session 2 
 

Remarks: 
1. Within four calendar weeks from the end date of  the comprehensive examination, a detailed proposal for 

the thesis is prepared by the student in consultation with his/her supervisor. The proposal must then be 
submitted to a panel composed of  the supervisor and an internal examiner for an oral examination. 
 

2. When the supervisor indicates that a thesis is ready for examination, a Thesis Assessment Committee 
composed of  the supervisor, an internal examiner, and an external examiner will be formed to read the 
thesis. An oral defence session will then be arranged to determine if  the thesis be given a pass. The internal 
examiner must be academic staff  of  the Divinity School of  Chung Chi College, while the external 
examiner not. 
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Course List for Doctor of Theology Programme 

Area 1: Biblical Studies (New Testament/ Hebrew Bible)  ( / ) Units 

RELS5131 Biblical Hermeneutics in Asian Perspectives  3 

RELS5132 Advanced Biblical Exegesis I  I  3 

RELS5133 Advanced Biblical Exegesis II  II 3 

RELS5134 Gender Critical Interpretation of the Bible  3 

THEO1211 Introduction to the Hebrew Bible  3 

THEO1212 Introduction to the New Testament  3 

THEO2211 Pentateuchal Studies  3 

THEO2212 Prophetic Literature  3 

THEO2213 Wisdom and the Psalms  3 

THEO2214 Synoptic Gospels  3 

THEO2215 Johannine Literature  3 

THEO2216 Pauline Letters  3 

THEO3213 Biblical Studies: Special Topics I  I ▲ 3 

THEO3214 Biblical Studies: Special Topics II  II ▲ 3 

THEO3215 New Testament Greek I  I 3 

THEO3216 New Testament Greek II  II 3 

THEO3217 Biblical Hebrew I  I 3 

THEO3218 Biblical Hebrew II  II 3 

THEO5210 Selected Reading of the Hebrew Bible  ▲ 3 

THEO5211 Selected Reading of the New Testament  ▲ 3 

THEO5212 Development of Early Christian Communities  3 

THEO5213 Extracanonical Literature  3 

THEO5214 Hebrew Bible Exegesis  3 

THEO5215 New Testament Greek Exegesis  3 

THEO5216 Narrative Art in the Hebrew Bible  3 

THEO5319 The book of Ezra-Nehemiah and the books of Chronicles  3 

THEO5910 New Testament in Contexts  3 

THEO5911 Contextual Interpretations of the Bible  3 

THEO5912 Biblical Theology  3 

THEO5919 The Hebrew Bible in Contexts  3 

THEO5950 Special Topics on Biblical Studies I  I ▲ 3 

THEO5951 Special Topics on Biblical Studies II  II ▲ 3 

Area 2: Systematic Theology/ Constructive Theology /  Units 

THEO2231 Humanity and Salvation  3 

THEO2235 Systematic Theology I  I 3 

THEO2236 Systematic Theology II  II 3 

THEO3235 Theological Studies: Special Topics I  I ▲ 3 

THEO3236 Theological Studies: Special Topics II  II ▲ 3 

THEO5224 God, Creation and Eschatology  3 

THEO5225 Christ, Church and Spirit  3 

THEO5226 Theology and Feminism  3 
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THEO5230 Hermeneutics and Theology  3 

THEO5231 Modernity and Theology  3 

THEO5232 Theological Systems and Methods  3 

THEO5952 Special Topics on Theological Studies I :  I ▲  3 

THEO5953 Special Topics on Theological Studies II :  II ▲ 3 

THEO5233 Political and Liberation Theologies  3 

THEO5234 Chinese Christian Thinkers  3 

THEO5235 Cinema and Theology  3 

THEO5920 Contextual Theologies  3 

THEO5921 Modern Christian Thinkers  ▲ 3 

THEO5922 Asian Theologies  3 

THEO5929 History of Christian Thought  3 

THEO5930 Public Theology  3 

Area 3: History of Christianity  Units 

THEO2221 Early & Medieval Church  3 

THEO3221 History of Christianity in China  3 

THEO3222 History of Christianity in Hong Kong  3 

THEO5212 Development of Early Christian Communities  3 

THEO5271 The Reformation Era  3 

THEO5272 Modern Western Christianity  3 

THEO5324 History of Christianity in Asia  3 

THEO5929 History of Christian Thought  3 

Area 4: Christianity in China  Units 

THEO3221 History of Christianity in China  3 

THEO3222 History of Christianity in Hong Kong  3 

THEO5220 Christianity in Chinese Literature  3 

THEO5221 Protestantism in Reform China  3 

THEO5222 Studies in Hong Kong Christianity  3 

THEO5223 Christianity in the Chinese Diaspora  3 

THEO5234 Chinese Christian Thinkers  3 

THEO5923 Christianity in Chinese Religious Context  3 

THEO5925 Chinese Christianities  3 

THEO5926 Christianity and Chinese Culture  3 

THEO5928 Christianity in Twentieth Century China  3 

THEO5958 Special Topics on Christianity in China I  :  I ▲ 3 

THEO5959 Special Topics on Christianity in China II  :  II ▲ 3 

Area 5: Mission Studies/ Missiology  Units 

THEO3252 Approaches to Mission Studies  3 

THEO5141 Ecumenics  3 

THEO5142 Issues Facing Churches Today  3 

THEO5144 Women in World Missions  3 

THEO5241 Christian Mission and Glocalization  3 

THEO5964 Special Topics on Mission I   I ▲ 3 
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THEO5965 Special Topics on Mission II  II ▲ 3 

Area 6: Practical Theology/ Pastoral Studies /  Units 

RELS5275 Spirituality and Religious Congregations  3 

THEO2241 Pastoral Theology  3 

THEO2251 Foundation of Religious Education  3 

THEO3240 Local Church Study  3 

THEO3241 Homiletics  3 

THEO3242 Denominational Tradition and Polity  3 

THEO3244 Liturgics  3 

THEO3245 Preaching  2 

THEO3246 Death and Dying  3 

THEO3247 Pastoral Studies: Special Topics I  I ▲ 3 

THEO3248 Pastoral Studies: Special Topics II  II ▲ 3 

THEO5240 Congregational Studies  3 

THEO5242 History, Practice, and Theology of Christian Worship  3 

THEO5243 Twenty-First Century Hymnology  3 

THEO5244 Models of Practical Theology  3 

THEO5245 Sex, Marriage and Family  3 

THEO5511 Preaching Bible in Contexts  3 

THEO5512 Homiletics and Selected Reading of the Bible  3 

THEO5513 Teaching Bible in Church and School  3 

THEO5541 The Bible and Worship  3 

THEO5542 Theology of Worship  3 

THEO5543 Congregational Hymns and Pastoral Care  3 

THEO5544 Planning and Leading Worship Service  3 

THEO5545 Church Organist Training  1 

THEO5546 Preaching According to the Lectionary  3 

THEO5551 Life Education in Hong Kong  3 

THEO5846 Religious Education and Personal Growth  3 

THEO5852 Theories of Religious Education  3 

THEO5853 Christian Education in the Postmodern World  3 

THEO5854 Teaching/Learning Theories in Christian Education  3 

THEO5855 Christian Education and Character Formation  3 

THEO5932 Theology and Work  3 

THEO5941 Pastoral Care in Context  3 

THEO5942 Contemporary Spirituality  3 

THEO5944 Church Management and Leadership  3 

THEO5945 Christian Counselling  3 

THEO5946 Counselling and Youth Ministry  3 

THEO5947 Counselling and Family Ministry  3 

THEO5948 Theology and Counselling Theories  3 

THEO5956 Special Topics on Pastoral Studies and Counseling I  I ▲ 3 

THEO5957 Special Topics on Pastoral Studies and Counseling II  II ▲ 3 
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THEO5960 Special Topics on Christian Education I  :  I ▲ 3 

THEO5961 Special Topics on Christian Education II  :  II ▲ 3 

THEO5962 Special Topics on Worship and Sacred Music I  I ▲ 3 

THEO5963 Special Topics on Worship and Sacred Music II  II ▲ 3 

THEO6941 Pastoral Studies: Seminar I  I ▲ 3 

THEO6942 Pastoral Studies: Seminar II  II ▲ 3 

THEO6947 Clinical Pastoral Education  3 

Area 7: Christianity and Society  Units 

RELS5131 Biblical Hermeneutics in Asian Perspectives  3 

RELS5134 Gender Critical Interpretation of the Bible  3 

RELS5273 Catholic Social Ethics  3 

THEO3235 Theological Studies: Special Topics I  I ▲ 3 

THEO3236 Theological Studies: Special Topics II  II ▲ 3 

THEO3254 Christian Ethics  3 

THEO3255 Christianity and Society: Special Topics I  :  I ▲ 3 

THEO3256 Christianity and Society: Special Topics II  :  II ▲ 3 

THEO5141 Ecumenics  3 

THEO5142 Issues Facing Churches Today  3 

THEO5144 Women in World Missions  3 

THEO5149 Christianity and Ecology   3 

THEO5226 Theology and Feminism  3 

THEO5233 Political and Liberation Theologies  3 

THEO5235 Cinema and Theology  3 

THEO5843 Contemporary Issues in Ethics, Society and Religion  3 

THEO5847 Culture, Religion and Ethics  3 

THEO5849 Religion and Ecological Crisis  3 

THEO5911 Contextual Interpretations of the Bible  3 

THEO5920 Contextual Theologies  3 

THEO5922 Asian Theologies  3 

THEO5924 Christianity and Social Change  3 

THEO5930 Public Theology  3 

THEO5932 Theology and Work  3 

THEO5933 Media, Popular Culture and Christianity  3 

THEO5966 Theology and Hong Kong Society  3 

Dissertation   Units 

THEO5001 Theological Research  ▲ 3 

THEO5501 Independent Research  ▲ 3 
 
Remarks: 
▲  Students are allowed to take these courses more than once, and gain three units each time they pass the course. However, students cannot take 

courses with the same course code more than once in a single term. 
1. Courses listed above will be offered according to resources available in each term and year. Details of  course offerings in a particular term will 

be announced at course registration time.  
2. A few courses have two course codes, e.g. THEO1212/5312 Introduction to the New Testament. Under this circumstance, DTheol students should 

register for the course code THEO1000-4999 instead of  THEO5000 or above (e.g. to take THEO1212 instead of  THEO5312). Students 
should follow postgraduate assessment standards for all THEO courses taken regardless of  the course codes registered. 
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