


Bachelor of Divinity

Learning Outcomes
e To acquire a wide range of knowledge about Christianity
e To develop good critical thinking and self-reflection abilities and holistic personal development

e To qualify for the credentials of leadership roles in the church, the Christian community and society

Curriculum

It normally takes three to five years for students with different academic qualifications to complete the full-time
Bachelor of Divinity (BD) programme. Students who have not received a bachelor’s degree prior to admission (i.e.
BD-4 and BD-5 students) are required to take additional course (e.g. general education courses and philosophy
courses) to gain broad exposure to different disciplines and to understand Christianity with an interdisciplinary
petspective.

Graduation Normative Maximum

Type of Curriculum Requirements  Study Period  Study Period
(2019 Entrants) (Years) (Years)

5-year curriculum (BD-5)

e For secondary school graduates 154 units > !

4-year curriculum (BD-4)
e For secondary school graduates with professional training not less than 125 units 4 6
two years (e.g. associate degrees or higher diploma programmes)

3-year curriculum (BD-3)
e For bachelor’s degree holders (including Bachelor of Theology)

101 units 3 5
Full-time church or Christian organization workers, and Christians with a doctorate in other subjects, can apply
for part-time study. The study periods of part-time students vary according to individual circumstances. To
maximize learning experience, students are strongly encouraged to opt for full-time study whenever possible.

The University adopts a credit unit system. Generally speaking, each credit unit should be regarded as equivalent

to one contact hour per week for at least 13 weeks in an academic term. BD students are required to complete
101-159 units of courses before graduation. The following is a breakdown in terms of credit units:

Admitted in 2017 or after Admitted in 2015 or 2016 Admitted in 2014 or before

1 Biblical Studies

Area of Study
21 21 21 21 21 21 21 21 21

2 History of Christianity 12 12 12 12 12 12 12 12 12
3 Theology 12 12 15 12 12 15 12 12 15
4 Pastoral Studies 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 15
5 Christianity and Society 12 12 12 12 12 12 12 12 12
6 Faculty Student Seminar 9 9 9 12 12 12 12 12 12
7 Graduate Thesis 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 6
8 Field Education 8 8 12 8 8 12 10 10 14
9 Electives 6 15 20 6 15 20 6 15 20
10 Compulsory Non-theology Courses 0 0



Bachelor of Divinity

Comprehensive Examination

In addition to the above course requirements, all BD students are required to sit for the comprehensive
examination in Year 4 (i.e. the penultimate year). The examination is held in early May every year. Before taking
the examination, students are advised to complete at least four courses in Bible, three courses in Theology, two
courses in History of Christianity and at least 11 courses altogether.

There are two papers for the written examination. Students may answer the questions in either Chinese or English.
Paper 1 is a three-hour closed book examination while Paper II is a four-hour open book examination. Students
who fail in the examination may take a re-sit examination, which will normally take place by the end of September
of the same year. Students who fail in the retrial should withdraw from the programme.

“ Points to note:

Year of Attendance indicates a student’s cumulative years of attendance at the University. It depends on a
student’s year of admission regardless of the level and the programme of study. For a student admitted in 2019-
20, the year of attendance is “1” in 2019-20, “2” in 2020-21, “3” in 2021-22, etc.

Year of Study reflects the level of study. As shown in the table below, BD students are expected to graduate in
Year 5. A BD-4 student is in Year 2 during the first year of attendance. Similarly, a BD-3 student is in Year 3 during
the first year of attendance. As a general principle, lower level (or undergraduate) courses should be taken in Year
1 and 2; while higher level (or postgraduate) courses should be taken in Year 3 or above.

Year of Attendance &34

Curriculum 1t Year

N

Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5
[Final year]
Year 5 Year of Study
Year 3 jeand [Final year] : £
Year 5

jeand [Final year] : :

C

A Course Code comprises four alphabets and four numerals. The first four alphabets denote the subjects and the
course offering units. Students should consult the course offering units concerned for enquiries related to course
registration and selection. Below are some samples:

THEO Theology

RELS Religious Studies & Theology

CURE Cultural & Religious Studies

PHIL Philosophy

PHED Physical Education

CHLT Chinese Proficiency

CLCC Cantonese

CLCP Putonghua

UGEA/UGEB/ General Education (Area A: Chinese Cultural Heritage; Area B: Nature, Science and Technology;
UGEC/UGED Area C: Society and Culture; Area D: Self and Humanity)
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Three-Year Cutriculum = 4 #3272 (BD-3)

Course Code and Title (Each course is worth 3 units unless otherwise specified)

HEmRE LR GARENIN  EH 32

.Suggested Year of Study

HABHFER

1A. Biblical Languages % £3 JF£ 5C

Any two courses from below (6 units in total):

T 2 A 8RR E (G 6 24

THEO3215%

New Testament Greek I #T 47 # i~ (—)

THEO3216*

New Testament Greek IT # £ % . C ( =)

THEO3217*

Biblical Hebrew I B & & g &> (—)

THEO3218%*

Biblical Hebrew 1T Z & #&4 %&~L (=)

Year 3

1B. Biblical Studies & & 5 52

Two compulsory biblical studies courses (6 units in total):

BEHTHEEFRLEHE (G 625

THEO1211%*

Introduction to the Hebrew Bible 7 {f 3% B2 4% 1 2

THEO1212*

Introduction to the New Testament 37 4] B 48 1 2

Year 3

And any three biblical studies courses from below (9 units):

AABEEUTEM=EEEHREFECEIEL):

RELS5131 Biblical Hermeneutics in Asian Perspectives 25 | #y B 4% 24 #% &%
RELS5132 Advanced Biblical Exegesis I i /R 2 & B £ 1

RELS5133 Advanced Biblical Exegesis 11 it /X %2 &2 #2248 11

RELS5134 Gender Critical Interpretation of the Bible B A% 4 7l =& 3 £
THEO2211 | Pentateuchal Studies T 48 B %

THEO2212 Prophetic Literature 48 Jn S &

THEO2213 Wisdom and the Psalms £ £ s & i 2% =

THEO2214 | Synoptic Gospels 3t # 18 &

THEO2215 Johannine Literature X% 2 2 {E

THEO2216 | Pauline Letters R & E {5

THEO3213" | Biblical Studies: Special Topics 1 % & HF 57 - HE K 1
THEO3214" | Biblical Studies: Special Topics IT % & #F % | R 5 1T
THEO5210" | Selected Reading of the Hebrew Bible # 1 3t & £8 1% 3%
THEO5211" | Selected Reading of the New Testament #7 4] % 45 ¥ 7&
THEO5212 Development of Early Christian Communities B R R
THEO5213 Extracanonical Literature H #h 5T

THEO5214 | Hebrew Bible Excgesis 7 14 4 % 48 f2 48

THEO5215 | New Testament Greck Exegesis 7 41 7 i S 48

THEO5216 | Narrative Art in the Hebrew Bible % {4 2% 2 48 v 1 4 35 2 47
THEO5217 Deuteronomistic History Bt R

THEO5319 | The book of Ezra-Nehemiah and the books of Chronicles LAHf#ir — B A kL EERFZ LT
THEO5911 Contextual Interpretations of the Bible % £% #] R

Year 4 or above
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Three-Year Cutriculum = 4 #3272 (BD-3)

THEO5912 | Biblical Theology & 48 f# £
THEO5914 | Methods and Biblical Interpretation 77 i 5 % 4% 2 2
THEO5950" | Special Topics on Biblical Studies I & &5 5% : H R4 1
Year 4 or above
THEO5951" | Special Topics on Biblical Studies IT Z &£ # %8 : HRAH K 1T

Four compulsory history courses (12 units in total):

BREHLEREEFRE G 1285):

THEO2221%*

Farly and Medieval Church £ #f i A i 47 21 &

THEO2222%

The Reformation Era B 2 BF L

THEO5272%
/THEO5324%

Modern Western Christianity 3§, X 7 7 &8 2% or 2
History of Christianity in Asia 52 Ji| # B #

THEO3221*
/THEQO3222%

History of Christianity in China HREEHE or
History of Christianity in Hong Kong & #£ B 2 #

Year 3

Two compulsory courses (6 units in total):

MR LERE (3625

THEO2235%

Systematic Theology I 7 4% 44 £ 1

THEO2236*

Systematic Theology 11 & 4% i £ 11

Year 3

And any two

theology courses from below (6 units in total):

T BAE5R LT (7 W 8 #0227 B 3k 6 84

THEO2231 | Humanity and Salvation A g 3%

THEO3235" | Theological Studies: Special Topics I # £~ : ZHFH 5 1
THEO3236" | Theological Studies: Special Topics IT 7# & : Z 5 11
THEO5224 God, Creation and Eschatology b Al oK SR
THEO5225 Christ, Church and Spirit HEE el E

THEO5226 | Theology and Feminism £ £ 844 ¥ %

THEO5230 | Hermeneutics and Theology # f& £ i i £

THEO5231 | Modernity and Theology 3, £t 1k £ &

THEO5232 | Theological Systems and Methods ## £ 7 4 S8 7 £ 77 %
THEO5233 | Political and Liberation Theologies B & 1 £ S 7 1 £
THEO5234 | Chinese Christian Thinkers F B 25 &8 2 B8 %

THEO5235 | Cinema and Theology %, %/ £ 14 £

THEO5920 Contextual Theologies &% 35 e B

THEO5921" | Modern Christian Thinkers 37 X #: 5 25 B A8 %

THEO5922 | Asian Theologies &5 | i £

THEO5929 | History of Christian Thought %782 B 48 Ji&

THEO5930 | Public Theology /\ 3 f# £

THEO5952" | Special Topics on Theological Studies T 1 £ #f 58 : & B % 1
THEO5953" | Special Topics on Theological Studies 1T 74 £ 8 55 2 A #f 48 11

Year 4 or above




Bachelor of Divinity

Three-Year Curriculum = 4 #|#2f2 (BD-3)

At least 15 units of pastoral studies courses from below: UL T4 & # B £ D 53F 15 &4

RELS5275 Spirituality and Religious Congregations E 5 GeEg

THEO2241 | Pastoral Theology 4 % £

THEO3240 | Local Church Study A 3% €45 %

THEO3241 | Homiletics 3% &

THEO3242 | Denominational Tradition and Polity 5 Ji% & 4% & &

THEO3244 Liturgics 18 % &

THEO3245 Preaching i E (2 units)

THEO3246 | Death and Dying 4 % 7% §%

THEO3247" | Pastoral Studies: Special Topics I 40 & H & : ZFAH R 1

THEO3248" | Pastoral Studies: Special Topics I1 48 HHF % © HAH 5 11

THEO5240 | Congregational Studies ¥ & #f 48

THEO5242 | History, Practice, and Theology of Christian Worship 3 &2 & F 2 JE & « F i i &

THEO5243 | Twenty-First Century Hymnology H— i 47 % 7% &

THEO5244 | Models of Practical Theology B g A

THEO5245 Sex, Marriage and Family M~ 5 H B R pE

THEO5511 Preaching Bible in Contexts &3 M % 5 & #

THEO5512 | Homiletics and Selected Reading of the Bible 71 £ 1 4% % 3% 25

THEO5541 | The Bible and Worship % £5 £ & #£
Year 3 or above

THEO5542 | Theology of Worship 4 # # £

THEO5543 | Congregational Hymns and Pastoral Care & & 2 3% H. 47 3

THEO5544 | Planning and Leading Worship Service S IEH M A B4R

THEO5545 | Church Organist Training 2 J& 5% 7] F 48 (1 unit)

THEO5546 | Preaching According to the Lectionary 4% 3 & 3

THEO5941 Pastoral Care in Context )& 3% 1V 2 4% %% i B2

THEO5942 | Contemporary Spirituality 37, 1% At 8B & &£ /&

THEO5944 | Church Management and Leadership & 4 ¥ K& 48 &

THEO5945 | Christian Counselling & & 2 & &

THEO5946 Counselling and Youth Ministry B L D A R

THEO5947 | Counselling and Family Ministry %3 ¥ 5 £ 45 &

THEO5948 | Theology and Counselling Theories 14 £ 4 & (X, %2 12 3 25

THEO5956" | Special Topics on Pastoral Studies and Counseling T 4 £ S g3 : B A 57 1

THEO5957" | Special Topics on Pastoral Studies and Counseling 11 Z 45 £ S : & 28 5 57 11

THEO5962" | Special Topics on Worship and Sacred Music 1 4 FF 2 5 44 : HBHF 5 1

THEO5963" | Special Topics on Worship and Sacred Music IT £ F S 2 44 : B A5 11

THEOG941" | Pastoral Studies: Seminar I 4 F#HT %% : ZEEHF =1 1

THEOG942" | Pastoral Studies: Seminar IT 4% F#HF 58 : EFEH =t 11
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Three-Year Curriculum = £ #3822 (BD-3)

5A. At least one course from the area of Mission (3 units):

UTEZMELAGHED —F G320

THEO3252 | Approaches to Mission Studies & 28 # 42 77 %
THEO5141 Ecumenics 3 - & &

THEO5142 | Issues Facing Churches Today 4~ H 2 & F7 1 % % [ &
THEO5144 Women in World Missions % 4 $L 1 7 & 4
THEO5924 | Christianity and Social Change 35 # B4 € 4438
THEO5964" | Special Topics on Mission I & #£ : B #H % 1
THEO5965" | Special Topics on Mission 1T 'E £ : H#EH % 11

Year 3 or above

5B. At least one coutse from the area of Ethics (3 units):

UTwERELAGEED —F K380

REILS5273 Catholic Social Ethics K & 2 t+ & {a 2
THEO3254 | Christian Ethics Zk B 24 fa 3 £
THEO5843 | Contemporary Issues in Ethics, Society and Religion ¥ % far 3 ~ & K& 5 20 0 B &

Year 3 or above

5C. And any two courses from below (6 units in total):

ARABFEUTEARERE Gt 6 &)

RELS5118 Studies on Chinese Buddhism 5 [& {# 25 #F 4%

RELS5121 Popular Religion in China # B & ] 2 21

RELS5123 Taoist Thought i 2 &

RELS5129 Taoism and Chinese Culture 38 {52 /7 B sC (L

RELS5131 Biblical Hermeneutics in Asian Perspectives B2 i i 5 45 4 7% &
RELS5273 Catholic Social Ethics & & # it & fh 2

THEO2251 Foundation of Religious Education THHH LA

THEO3221 History of Christianity in China HE AT

THEO3222 History of Christianity in Hong Kong HHEEEHE
THEO3252 | Approaches to Mission Studies & U5 % 77 %

THEO3254 | Christian Ethics 3k & 2 fa 2 £

THEO5141 | Ecumenics &t % € &

THEO5142 | Issues Facing Churches Today 4~ H 25 & FiT T $f = [ 2
THEO5144 | Women in World Missions % 4 L 7 & 2

THEO5149 Christianity and Ecology #: 8 8 & f& £

THEO5220 Christianity in Chinese Literature B SO £ R R
THEO5221 Protestantism in Reform China B = BH 7 B 31 i 7 B £ B 2%
THEO5222 Studies in Hong Kong Christianity LR
THEO5223 | Christianity in the Chinese Diaspora ¥ 8 B35 7 0y 2 A 8 %
THEO5241 Christian Mission and Glocalization Zk 8 2§ 5 # # 2 3R # 5 {b
THEOS5513 | Teaching Bible in Church and School # & & £ 4% o 1) % B H &

Year 3 or above
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Three-Year Curriculum = £ #3822 (BD-3)

THEO5551 Life Education in Hong Kong % i 4 - 20 &

THEO5843 | Contemporary Issues in Ethics, Society and Religion ¥ % fa 3 ~ #-& & 5 200 B &

THEO5846 | Religious Education and Personal Growth 5200 5 S8 A & &

THEO5847 | Culture, Religion and Ethics {1t » 5 28 St 72

THEO5849 Religion and Ecological Crisis E R A RE

THEO5852 Theories of Religious Education Z £ # 7 # 3%

THEO5853 | Christian Education in the Postmodern World # B (S B gy B HH H

THEO5854 | Teaching/Learning Theories in Christian Education Z£ 8 ## § 2 £

THEOS5855 Christian Education and Character Formation 3520 5 S F 4% 3% &

THEO5922 | Asian Theologies 22 i 4 £

THEO5923 | Christianity in Chinese Religious Context % B 5 # Ik 4 o #y £ 5 %

THEO5924 | Christianity and Social Change =5 % B4t € 4 %

THEO5925 Chinese Christianities 7 [ & £ 2

THEO5926 | Christianity and Chinese Culture #k527 # o B SC 1L, Year 3 or above
THEO5928 Christianity in Twentieth Century China — i 4 9 [ £ & %

THEO5930 | Public Theology /\ 3£ f# £

THEO5932 Theology and Work 7# £ ¥ T {F

THEO5933 | Media, Popular Culture and Christianity #£8& ~ % & SO b 825 %

THEO5954" | Special Topics on Christianity and Society I £ 8 # #4t & : MR 1

THEO5955™ | Special Topics on Christianity and Society 11 25 i 1 & : ZEH K 10

THEO5958" | Special Topics on Christianity in China I ¥ B 2 & % : E A H % 1

THEO5959" | Special Topics on Christianity in China IT # B #£5 % : EEH R 1T

THEO5960" | Special Topics on Christian Education I 222 F : ZAH R 1

THEO5961" | Special Topics on Christian Education 11 #5822 7 : Z A % 1

THEO5964" | Special Topics on Mission I FHE  HEHR ]

THEO5965" | Special Topics on Mission IT & 2 £ : B BEH 5 11

THEO5966 Theology and Hong Kong Society ## £ #7741 &

Three compulsory courses (9 units in total):

SHAERE Gk 02

THEOS5005 | Faculty Student Seminar I Hfi & 2 22 Hf % 1 Year 3 Term 2
THEO5006 Faculty Student Seminar II Bl A B A 1T Year 4 Term 1
THEOS5007 | Faculty Student Seminar 11T &fi 4 2 28 #f 58 111 Year 4 Term 2
Three compulsory courses (6 units in total):

=SHLBEHE @620

THEO5002 | Graduate Thesis I £ 3£ 4 3% 3C 1 (2 units) Year 5 Term 1
THEO5003 | Graduate Thesis IT £ 3 4 35 5 11 (2 units) Year 5 Term 2
THEO5004 | Graduate Thesis I £ 3£ 4 3% 5C 11 (2 units) Year 5 Summer
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Three-Year Curriculum = %F #| 3242 (BD-3)

Area 8: Field Education & ¥

Four compulsory courses (8 units in total):

MR L BH (3 8 B4
THEO4241¢ | Field Education 1 B (— ) (2 units)

THEO42424 | Field Education I 3% (=) (2 units) See the school webpaoe

THEOG943¢ | Field Education 11T & F ( =) (2 units) for details

THEOG9444 | Field Education IV & % (19) (2 units)

Area 9: Electives E & # H ‘

Religious/theology electives (6 units in total)
FH/HEEGH GE o BY)

Take THEO courses or CURE courses offered by the Bachelor of Arts in Religious Studies programme Year 3 b
s " s N N n o q ) g ear 3 or above
538 THEO B H ~ sl ZHA A X2+ REFT MR~ CURE # HFEEH

Total Number of Units Required for Graduation

2X®EES

Remarks:
*  Foundation THEO courses. Students should take foundation courses before taking THEO courses at advanced level.

A Students are allowed to take these courses more than once, and gain three units each time they pass the course. However,
students cannot take courses with the same course code more than once in a single term.

+ In 2014-15 (and before), THEO3240 was worth 2 units. With effect from 2015-16, THEO3240 is worth 3 units and it is no

longer listed as a compulsory course under Area (8).

+ Holders of Bachelor of Theology degrees (or other equivalent qualifications) who have full-time work experience in church
are eligible to apply for exemption from Field Education.

Points to Note:
1. Some courses are listed in more than one area of study. However, no course taken in a single term could be double-

counted towards students’ graduation requirements. For instance, if a student takes THEO3222 History of Christianity
in Hong Kong for partial fulfilment of Area (2), then THEO3222 will not be counted towards Area (5) nor Area (9).

2. A few courses have two course codes, e.g. THEO1212/5312 Introduction to the New Testament. Under this circumstance,
students should register for the course codes THE01000-4999 instead of THEO5000 or above (e.g. to take THEO1212
instead of THEO5312). Year 3 or above BD students should follow postgraduate assessment standards for all THEO
courses taken regardless of the course codes registered.

3. Courses listed above will be offered according to resources available in each term and year. Details of course offerings in
a particular term will be announced at course registration time.

4. [Applicable to students admitted in 2016-17 or before only] Please refer to the school webpage for course codes used in
previous academic years.


https://www.theology.cuhk.edu.hk/tc/students/field-education
https://www.theology.cuhk.edu.hk/sites/default/files/uploads/programmes2016en.pdf
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